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we ook o v v WITH A STYLE THAT MIXES PRIMORDIAL AND PRSTHONERN, ROAEMIAN AND RERROCK, DODD WITCHELL 15 LAY

CROWN PRINCE OF RESTAURANT DESIGN vy wansor sovenenre » = = »

AX IWNTRICATE BUT CRUDELY NREAW N PEXRCIL SKETCH OF
an opubent cavern s tacked, slightly askear on a bulletin beasd n
D] Mumchells Wiest Hollpwood office. The pictune, npped
from a notebook, showes a space walled in stone, It by candles
and punctuated by medieval anches. [n the center 1s a gunt cauk
dron. *1 was stening to opera and watching a documentary on
chiarchis oae agght.” LIy Mistchell, “amd 1 pt started -i-:-m.'hqu'
Lilke & detail of the catacombs, the pacture seems entinely too fanr
ciful v esatenc, to be made threedimenssonal, but none, ux
mafvths and 51 8 millon later, mdically redesgned 1omeet I'I.l.]'g-
etary himats and the realmies of structunl] engincening, it as
siaffiing shape m brck and mortar=—and hammered copper, con-
crite, anud nechaod = a hstone bindmark on the Sunset Stop

The 1923 banlding, called the Prazza del Sal_ is home to

Miramax Films. It's alwo the newly wrought residence of

Eatana_a bar and restanrant due to open this month. *1f Tom
Ford and Gransi Venace had to have a bving mom together, it
woudd look like this ™ say H‘:lhrlﬂ.'ummm'-
s partner in the Sushi Roku empire that
oanms Katana “Its gong to be the sexiest
room in LA, Buoe still a moom that means
youl e gong bo go hame with the person
viou walked wn with=—and have 2 g-:-nd
timme” Ao i th l.|-g|'|! A resfaddrand was
just a place to eat and drink
Dicsdd Wlizchell the 3 5-year-old desagner
ke the tnmty of Susha Bokus as well as
Loasnge 217 and Yoda in Santa Menica
Ching Oae on Hollywoeod, and Ling, the
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West Holllywood restaurant that™ become an architeciural

hieroglyph for “beautihul people dinang ™ has made a name for

himself wath spaces that magnetize the buzzbure ¢ owed —that

rowing band of trendsetters who, of they aren't hona fide

celebnties themachoes, alenk often and easily enough inte the
artit of those who ane

Metchell, a bugh schaal dropout who pever feceved sy

formal duﬂun tramang builds -.::l:'.rn'.l.g.'.nlh.' concened club

houses, complete ard stylish entitses oncther own Aght. Even

empty of patrons they feel aliee; Blled, theyre electric hoves of

socmal pollenation. They reflect Mitchell's own transcendental

rmlseny= oz momerit he’s highneng and cate nng ap with the

homelew man pushang a shoppang cart outade s affice, the

next be's sapping sake with 3 prime-time actress. He wormes o

palette of elemental matenals=mnver mocks, sand, bambaa, rin

farest woods, iron=—1mto contemporany temples of subtle mo

mance and easy |.;-.|_-||-.|-.|;;._-,:.|;|n|5. Wartual hy .1r.:.'ﬂ'1|.'||: 15 Sodder fo

hia designe. The ..':LII:-\.'-\.'.1!1'I-|'|J['EJ metal i

nards of a water heater become decorative

elements. the guikets from a space shuttle ane

reemployed as poom dividiers, and the 1nspe-

ration for a noghtcheb cethng omes from a

tea straner that rerminded him of “an upside

donwen party hat.” The Sushi Rokus. ahich

established Mitchell's reputation, look like

owerbloam versions of Fred and Wilma's

living room, contemporized by accents of

Auaan moderne. Cement divadng walls hawe

large rectangular cutouts inset with £
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water soulprures; a flosting wooden peece abonve 2 bar looks ke a
rack of wihake ks, “Tve been vold 1 do Japan bewmer than the Japan
o ways Wlichell with more surprse than cockiness, He las pew
o Pty b0 Asea

Al M lschedl profects come with b signatuie showstopper Cliana
Ohe's Do aron dmgon, the mital Sushs Rokis 3 800pound
carved mock filled wath waner and st wazh orgodmetal prongs ke a
pachistone diamond mng, and Linsg's merscavedy chiseded and ce
paermitlod black marhde wall s s infirdmy wineriall. Bating makes
its debir warh o multebeghe cement-and-redwood bar with e
teaciable segmenis— paish on one and n's shsorbed by another
Wil —more standanyg room. "k has nomose than o or three fect
d lewel SPasE. and i |_'\-|:|-|_'- uap ind diven and sadew e RIYE
Mimchell “Te's very sexual

[ che desgn elements destaned B the soctall hissiory Podoks
iy B i ehee pist ooms, [Rber opgss wall bovinoe ofl golddeal ples
anid illamirate water trckhng from an sutomated =run bar™ A o
st hasnmeredoorner sink wtll canch the overflow, and woksized
pots will b flbed wath asomate Pikak fesaers and candlos. The
scene will come to life upon entry: “IF | designed e mgha.”™ says
ligchall shusfThire through the cormmuoien sc in ke Back DRNY
T-shirn, black peare. and opentood Bk shdes, “youll step on a pres
st pilate anthe oo ehin wall ineper the vaner, 2nd 5 i sars R
ingz. 1 hiphas wall oo up along witho music ehat |producer] Chins
Fospel, whir's worked wah Aline Momsseme and MNine Inch Wik s
doing. Bt wall be Bl the coming of .. ke the coming of God.”

Sinchell s shoun his prmeos the way 4 u-vearold might
talk about the configirsiom of his mode] trin set. So many cheas
SCERT R0 e T LFEnE anentin, &0 many details bag for explana
tion, that thens's soenctimics a pelap a2 they apprmach verbal ex
peusson. Thensghis spill fmem his mouh ble concempoens thggh
a fire exit, odid pamings of baght notions bonded saly by enthas
asm, The semec of time expands and collipscs, "Remember that
vhang you did as a ked™—he imerhocks hes fingers and ilps hus
hamds over—""Here & the chimch, biore 1 the steople, open the
iogs, ad see all the i '\|"-\'.|_'""|.1\.-_'||_ chus’s wwhart this 5 fom ™ He s
1.||'.'.II:! bt the TR TIWT W ks | fnlk

Right nenwe hfsmchell has meome than s Bir shaneof places o mix
metaphors, His ourrent slate of progects incluides the bar at the
Cirafoon Hotel's mow nestaammt. Balboa {another team Suskn Risdag
spdazhl 0 mltstony Santa bMonsca reghitelubroume-nestaira called
Lt and TirmreUne, & meow prrogect w0 Sihver Lake from the Dncki’s
Chven neam ook for 3 20400t Ganesh Hee's peonedinaring the Maad
Beaih Cafd im Wiestwonod J.I'i.l i |,'||-1"'|r|,= igs fasrdi -|\‘| LS .I.'"|h'
RIBLE He's '..l.1|r|\.|r'|_l 1 an '.||'|-.|:|'1 Fnisr FesEmiant in I+|'|.I.L'|'_'|
|'||'|'|i :“";.r‘:!,.l .r-'."ﬂ_'~\.| h] rlu,' LTS HsEsnEs P Fuiye ||r|.1| Jarm 43
destpm evenythimg donsen o the oups and streas (whach asll glenad
for @ arring of 30 jisoe hars o Shanghai. Gaeho UGl osner Audolin
5 L = s ninga s :||‘|'.I||_l e Mkl oo con o i "-.l.-'q:.. A FiEa
rant, Anad be's pot o closhing-sgree prrsect in Surser Plaz and 3 dim
Him n"ll[‘\-l WA I T | a1 Peva .||||1|_| Th

Lt ] 18 theie far the shickess and sleckest om thae AW | whil
Mnchell o Lr--“l'-l\' B 1% o :'u—1":|¢‘|‘|1l s ol w1y wblewall 3
dmmagie series of plam fremed mirroes, 3 mardcunsd sanerl, and an
rlu-rlh_-.| eV CEFHNE M watha I'inflh«.'c_ [ ] |r|| h‘ﬁ.—h'-rr.-u}-

of chatrrhnk stirkss sted. “[ts the party mom” says Sechell on
an crheeverang tous of the restnemng

Heaids tumn s he floats theough Leg quoeshy addressing avery
e, foom the bartonder to the o by mame. 2wt = the leas ;
timudatmg Miastchad drras atenton ampty because he's mamenamg.
thes 35carold vath a chald’s muen unceremomoushy weanng de
sgner chothes, “[n our finst mecting. Jolano [Over, the owner] was
talkimg a kot wath hes hanck, and 5 reminded mo of fine.” he smvs 5o
atile he was talking | skesched the whioke mom.™ In an Escher-bie
weny that echoes the wall af mirmors, the moom st rraemes the fine
place. “¥ina know' heeay they sny she world s 2 staae™ asks Minchel. =]
s 8 an cogperated ﬁl'.T‘Lh'I.' o the peopie becoma: the are™ Hi
saalks off musstering to himsel =] dion't thank aneyby wly gets it but e

Like has pestaurants Mlnchell & 2 scamless hlend of oppostes
He's a Hollywood player and a naif, an opemitor with a Saan
Bernands soml, Mo, abenae all, thowspbtfidl, not ondy inthe sense thai
he thunikes absonst: e kbt people fead bt in the wenee that he's al
wans thonkere. Al thes irduses bos desgrs —unlile bookeatme ingen
ors that Fxsd buman itemctson, Mitchell's spaces ame grcioes
#lapes thae |'-|.'-.i|..:-|'m-.'|.|."||'|:|.'rrh:. He dinibde endendme degsde don’
henvee 8 b cnaderstoaindd o e appreciated. "] b thes gritmend that al
ways et to the ket waths her fnend ™ he ways, Piesching corarn
1 halbweay Barked by 2 tnangulated black walnun wall wath 2 e
et iyl door leachng to Ling's kitchen, 5o | bk these™—
TS B fosk pooim biv nevesd Bwan Eoddets set s by side, Yol cam
evien bokd kands,” be says, domonitrtmgg the comfy wingsspan, e
thiaie 5 posstoned on a bharcly noticeable obbque angle. s for the
awkward one” bie s, making a usci hietle gesture, one knee
et pst mtront of the other=—physacal Esperarto for “shy™

[hrwn ehee block a2 Susdu Rodoo, Sdnchell siroghtens a napkin
ks 2 camidy werapper off the black carpet. arc shalies bis head = he
s 3 by wandow He s offerded. a gndener let dosan by the
rottcsorpen. He potnts out the menatee sanclhoacs he thought
wnild rake pood apits 10 hudke 3 mEpnes engagement rng, =~ And
thien she wonald be ralang through and frd ™ he cupluns. ~Hut
everyone stoke the ek mkes”

4 '.'I! THE LOsE BEULES DOF SOLUTHERN CALIFOHRN LA
@.\Tﬂ;h’ii-ﬁm‘m rian winewt bodom howischodd . =l wens never
ﬂli I ke o, Sors™ ] e ome o, Molommmmy ™™ e says. dinly e
mither saying tomy baother. n froank of b nesse bogfmend
} r that tiemwe yana carne homie aerth crabe™ = Mlitchell chudk

ini henve b hanve 2 senise of hamios bo keep up withus ™
% ¥ tecager dnssang up mn overikram. Ton Sur o ouths
i boots, extrmagant oyclmer and spiked hair even when
peiting armedted e dnnlang champagne —on the hood of 1 car—
Dol ahwsgs seomed older than be wai™ his mother siys. < And he
sboays had hes oo theng goeng oo, He got real miense imo any
thirg —in hen thangs wodeed ard o they could e pus toeth

cr—buit mot i 1 Fad eodeaath ook work ™

Sevendy dhaleoe, Mitchell “didn’s get school.” he says. <l was
viry frstrating, Everythuing went too slowly for me, Why read 2

THE CHICEET LWt Chiselad black wmarkie, ha Ml B {advnaes,

il Porache 3000 while o the wedlli=—uth 4 gouch of dapud faud Jor sy

chapter whaen you can read the whioks bock™ He was rutinely sus
persched and fnally deopped ot for geod 2 3 uereor m high scheal =1
shiouhdn't sy this, bt 1 chink ot was che ot thng | cver del ™

Adter a stint brving ma van (s mother locked bam ot of the
o o beang “unperductsie ™) and ancther Inang on alboat [which
sainlc shonly after bae Snished refistshing the mbenor), Mitchedl got
work 1 Jer Setw an ooti that bunlds sets for films and TV ooee
mercius | sewred on ehe other ercd of 3 brocem a2 558 an hour and
by the e of the diy | lad 3 52 mse” he s Theee wedks eer he
s ebeved sothe setademmtadn |;'|'|.|q_' |||‘:, TrIng e Tl )
and making 320 a0 hour. He mowved an to snother hovse, Tnbal
scenery, and designed sets for ATET, Loaus, and 7Up commenml
“1 bovwed the creserve pare. bue Tdidn’s ke tha | was threaang cveny
thingg memy,”™ b aays. = Il beonitiial sets weoand o ana BanscdElL

I 199 Phulip Chammins grve Machdl wheam he met theougha
mustual frend, achunce m something mose permanent. brrgarg hen
ey boand o Lonsyae 217, That bed tothe fing Sushy oo witoch led
o Wi, Mlitchel wee off snd nansteng, In 1998 he opened s dessn
Eren, vEd, whnch reorw bas 3 el of ax. The atmosphens s busy bt
buidrback. Think ~Wine Tissadns™ and “bargma Fodays ™ Thirk
Pl viletpurkang 38 Ling of an eveieng ansl duclang insted mio
MEiches work space et door Just bociuse it kool hiee fun

Recently blitchell bus becn using his office as has Bome— he
sleeps of 8 Blowaup mattics, adich an assocate maists he dofliee da
b The setup dioes bnzle po advance rosartic prospects but sits him
fior nce, <1 1 had & bouse, [l be az my office thankarg, "Ohe [ have to
et b, ™ | Eanes, “Thas wary [ don't haeve any k. Whorower |
fall i wvhiere [ sgae”

Relationships, whach momtably infiinge on design time, are
sourges of (nssteation, "M gone throughabot of grfnends,” he sy
*1 tell preaple | gt ervacbhved wth, "This = howy | ve, o & you can
take o backsest o dasign . Bocmese Pee vet 1o End anythrg that
v thee feclings thon ehes e You're buagheng and cryang, desaang
ard dnnking, s you pise et ke, YWirw s dmose B that fchng
when you'ne Bllieg im ke ™ Oz of the mane tmes he sonaally made
plans for 3 vacation, Mntchell missed the pline. [ puoess | got canght
up shetcheng or something,” he sns. "My gmend wound op m
i by bezrst] bor coco weeks™

Foodd 15 another snnoving distmcon. =1 can't aait for the &y
when [ can juss take 3 pdl and be done™ he siys “Eating pets inthe
way of what I'm daing,” [t makes 4 sort of twisted sense that
Winchell disspre restmemnes thay dearct from the pod Who's bet
fer cquappil 1o ot A amptuous dning atmesphene than some
ong whircan't be entertined by what's on the plae?

UTCHELL HAS YET TO DESIGN A FAILURE. "HE BID
mnsciho Ginlle iy Breneaood ™ savs onenier Suaya =and
R i werit vy $ 500000,
jbenk army one of us anaild ceer sy e don't a2 e
Brent of cur sucomss be Diodd Mirchell ™ s Comomna
ar Ivlatsihess e corssterihy rried the top sushs netae
g v, Ve thought, Let's gofor that market ™ The reading
Firc bl Suishy Rokus, vath thor stone walls, logos, carr

CONTINUED ON PAGE 1060
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= QUTRE SFPACE MAN —
COMNTINUED FROM FAGE 8%
tibevered bamboo pables (1 hate hitting my
ke~ XS Sigchell), camidles. and fhdaterng
bakhghtang, cam uprasncs of $4 mullion annually
T'h-rr'-_n_ulu' a hieragiag comime el P, i o e
['fl-""|'"|"1'l" -_“.‘l:-,:.rl.,,“l‘l sz s hh!:| shal st

T s siick of i‘."ulll'-_."-\.{]u'r [l =1||' mch”™
Mliecthell s, eryimg oo souind armogant bt oo
g ||E-r|.'\-'.|_' ||||;|_' & hl.\,l. wh's H‘H‘l had .au:.llﬁ
“Why cleens pdl Upana Peaudrear comve ek
Meroada and 1 think, "What's Lip wyth chas—
AT 1 YUR 'I"'|-_'-|:|'|-h ERyEng Do G151 Xy Fl:"l'.' (E% |
week™ ™ Whale cheras murm m hnchel] to stock
thasr coffers, Fos crwen fnancisl sbtus g as boopy
a e Barang bar top A recens call 1o dvid wes
angraered by a ecorded anpourcement that tele-
prhone service bud been o "UN, scenecnd fongot
£ paay the Balll” hee eaplune, He sleo descovened
thirt o former emplonns stemed o have mods off
wath $147 000, Mnchdl = unheed. “What pocs
A n,||-|d LT & ml'h\k' Eu: ey iy o ek

*1 kneow for a fact that thene's ot a pob
Dhaadds L et nbug e Fusn't ended E ] |'-|'\|.'I'|I\J'
g s v money ony - says et Konaphi, foundeer
ol Miaie Besch Cald and & fnend. “He's land of
b chasane e, seli-desznactive human being
Wohatever 1 makes, I'm gong o do i He pets
o of Ehess: mans: charps and onget . Butas
all comeng derecaly oo bus heare™

Mischell pasd for the frone wall of che fint
Suwtn Rk becaise the chieres dadn't wang it—
unil they s it =T dom'y make s musch as other
dessgmens becnse | spend so much time fighting
o et e wey he sy "] lera 75 grand oo Ling
o et i exacthy the wary | wanted &, | put that
whiole thing topether for under 500,000, and
there s ol oo pemson wihi's pomie there whio
desn’s thank we spera over & mallion”

T'h-c (T ipndink |.,‘1"|I:I||r'.|5 |..l.".|- come with un-
corvvertcnal work halaee Mschell s kreran to
dappear for several dons ot some posnt dsninga
prosect. ~You havoe vo quita o, he says. = Uilory,
11 ast take my seulf amd po hoene, oo hack"™
His sketchang = rudmernary snd smese be wmne
labed by an anchmest—dbd nower has one work-
g irrtenass— before it can be mimed it conr
structson drmwdngs. ~Working sith him is o
rughtman: arsd & blessing,” srys Cuammins. =[ wos
looking for more of the blessing and less of the
rughtreare, bt obveously | koep coming back 1o
Dol 1w Bt hucky enotighs to hnd Phalippe
Starck in the rough—and I'm mot paying
Prubippes Seanck foes.™ Mlitchel dosan’s aliowe the
name of the dherdesagner, whose work inchides
everythang fFom musasmdond toothbnaishes 1o

fan Schmger hotels, 1o be ustered in s offioe
"Wl honee tovsay TS snys Leshe Kalle, 2 bong:
temi fmerad and dessgm asecuate

Whhen he's nos sheeping m his office, Mitchel]
may be fonmed spencengg the mght at a constric
teomns &b Foremen emotiorally jghazed by the e
diam of sameress in job after job after joh, often
respond enthusastically to the challenges of
Mizchells designa=ancd the passion he bnmgs
with them. “The bippest problems | have are
with people who ane overeducated,” be says
“The mone educated, the mone they think they

|l what they're doinge * [ 'the W nght broth

e can get a prece of baba wood off the ground
youcan penctrate that wall and put my air con-
dinorer thaough to the other mom, nght? What
are you bellng me. no”

“Madd wauld be a bargain at double has
me,” says Knapht. “People sall think of bam as
the guy who was strugghng to buld hes ferst
restzurant five years agn. They assume they can
keep on writing bem loweend checks. What he
rceds is a mew st of chents.™

He may be petting them. The folks bebuned
Just B, the Shanghai juice bars, are sending
Mimched to Clura to soak up irspanmon. A new
2 D0kacr: theme park n Ol i on the deraang
beard, amd Lang mwvestor hiads Ullnch, preadent
and CBEC at Rt Bdelsty Caprtal, has hered bam
vorcho o D00-squane-foot. home ;m Copenhagen.

Back in has office con 3rd Street, wisere the
door s abwarys open and the amibsent: nowe of traf
Bic erixes with the soft burblng of a ko pond
Mnchedl pulls deom 2 small pacnac hasdert he has
desipmated s the take-cot contaner for the up
comerg MBC. “Thas & the bigne™ he says of the
prosect. “T've despmed evenythung from ther ke
pos down to thes pale-cut comtainer: [t wall all be
Ay mmtzmabile ard necyckable ™ Hie calls the base
ket “romance 0 a box™ He envisions flower
petals sprnded over the entrfes, which wall be
served on phites maruBcured w s speaiice:
pons. Whiaters at hluy Beach wanll wear divid:
desipred logoe on their cuffs mstead of their
backe, “becase of you'ne kookng a2 witer's back
it's bevause he forpos to bnng you something ™

Konaghe, impressed by Michells ideas and
enthusiam, bas mace huim apartrer m MBC and
seems concerned for his welfare. Undentand-
ably 1 forper wo poy bells ™ says Miechel wath a
hadf smele. =1 didm't knorwe when you sigred a
conrmet that you wene supposed to make pay-
meris i a ress, O, you want this every month?
Your purys ame preedy. My office alwoys tells me
Do, thee wrbiole world words in H'.I-|i1:.' e
ments and you have to, 1o Well, who made

shut pake™ T
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— THE MASTER DINERS —
CONTINUED FROM PAGE @

pemured ane hated on the ket Dessert s nelegated
ton the Bottom o there i rooem; on Mammy's me
meeritn of thee savcoumse SWiter Cinll dinser that
b ey maimie as i, a stnmcherny jransta
Eallng ool the posge.

Nannys menus hovoe Baken over Ehee Slanis
oery Lot Feliz home. They are stulfed oweny i
cabanezin p|||.'d hegh on desks, crammied inEo
drrwen. Mo ome knenas bosar many there ane, or
exacthy what they mean, but there ane chefs that
barve learmed ehungs from Manngs menus. Une
sk master divers, master chels dont car out
much. They hanee vague idean of what ther cone
temporanes ane domg. Often they keam about
other ktchens from the Khusners. bark Peel,
wihia has perused Manng's menoe for yean, sy,
= Although i’ hand to sy how, becuese things
percobige i defferent waye, I'm sure e been e
Buenced by his memus over the year”

It struck me almest immedentely after meet:
my the Khusners that if everyone acted like
them. Amencan ood would pet better and bet:
ter anad better. They dowhat mest of s never
corander: After a pood meal ina mce estaurant
thery go-out of fheir way to thank the cheff ar tell
hum whiat they thought necds improvement.
“Thenk about «t,” Willcme snd to meat the W
ter Gnl “For all the people cateng hene tongghe,
by marmy wall sy, “SWAll you phese tell the chef
ths is thee most wonderfil mead™ For all the cffort
that puyv s PARELENg I almost no-one here wall e
hum any feedback.” This was an eavy recpe for
culmary improvement. | thought. Everyone
shiould past £l the ched what they thought

Then, near the end of our meal, the Whter
Gralfs executive chef, Mark Cimarusti. ap
proached our table. Cimanastim abirpe man with
an mrposryg presence that mdudes a omadable
belly; bug when Manry—=after snying thanks—
miormed hum that the John Done might have
been beft warming in the salimandler 3 shade too
Iong, Crrann booked shghtly amcion, suddendy
uncomitrtable m pubhbic, bnssed by the commens

[ thought suddenly that | wos wrong about
shanng with the kitchen, but thene wes no time
to ponder that because theee mone desserts bad
armved at the table, and then Y anny fidl nto 2
long story about 2 softshell lobster be had dis
crrvered that no one i Amenica knewe about yet,
and there was a halif botthe of Radee to fnish. and
bt bong restavmng employees oumumbensd
Whter Gnll patmns six to one becnse the mas
ter ciners were ron the kst ones ingenng man
Empey rom. vy



